RICHARD FLECKNOE, 1660.    Circa.

In this time were Poets and A&ors in their greateft nourifh,
Johnfon, Shakefpear, with Beaumont and Fletcher, their Poets, and
Field arid JBurlidge their Actors.

For Playes, Shake/pear was one of the firjft, who inverted the
Dramatick Stile, from dull Hiflory to quick Comedy, upon
whom Johnfon refin'd j as Beaumont and Fletcher firft writ in
the Heroick way, upon whom Suckling and others endeavoured
to refine agen ; one laying wittily of his Aglaura, that 'twas full
of fine flowers, but they feem'd rather ftuck, then growing there j
as another of Shakef pearls writings, that 'twas a fine Garden, but
it wanted weeding.

*            #

To compare our Englifh Dramatick Poets together (without
taxing them) Shakefpcar excelled in a natural Vein, Fletcher in
Wit, and Jo/wftm in Gravity and ponderoufnefs of Style 3 whofe
onely fault was, he was too elaborate; and had he mixt lefs
erudition with his Playes, they had been more pleafant and
delightful then they are. Comparing him with Shakefpear, you
fhall fee the difference betwixt Nature and Art; and with
Fletcher, the difference between Wit and Judgement : Wit being
an exuberant thing, like Nil us, never more commendable then
when it overflowed; but Judgement a ftayed and repofed thing,
alwayes containing it felf within its bounds and limits.
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